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pose to the time anterior to Amenhetep. This boy
of fifteen founded his doctrine in the first quarter of the
14th cy. fc. c.3 before the Dorian Greeks had swooped
down the rocky plains of the Olympian gods, before
Troy had risen to eminence, before the great battle of
Mahabharata had been fought, indeed long before
Zarathusthra, Buddha, Confucius and Lao Tzu had
preached their faith. His was without doubt the
first doctrinaire in history.
Born of a stately father and a majestic mother he
inherited the genius of both, but in a different way. He
came to the throne a child and for a few years had to live
under the strain of the regency of that brilliant queen
Tii and per force of circumstances had to accept the
feminine control of a masterly woman. Born in purple
of a luxurious art-loving father and an energetic,
perhaps an Aryan or semi-Aryan mother, all the re-
quisites for the creation of a striking and abnormal
character were present. A boy of absolutely original
brain, untrammelled by consideration of traditions
or usage, his genius had full play. Insensate and
oblivious to everything else but his own 'truth'3 he
preached his heresy and stood courageously by it.
The reaction was immense and disastrous for the
great and formidable priests arose against him. The
sun had been worshipped before but only as one of
several gods and now he alone was to hold the field
to the complete negation of the rest. Undeterred by
consequences the young king carried the process of
Atenizing the land. Temples in Egypt and Palestine
of the Sun-disk were built, names of other gods were
erased to make room for the new one and he himself
underwent a new christening and assumed a new
name, Akhenaten, Tleasing to the Sun-Disk.5
1-
Unlike his father, Akhenaten was a man of peace
and refused to go on expeditions of conquest in the
Asian lands. He even refused to go out of his capital